MEDICINE HAT PUBLIC BOARD OF EDUCATION OPERATES AS MEDICINE HAT PUBLIC SCHOOL DIVISION,
AND FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE REFERRED TO AS “MHPSD” AND/OR “DIVISION”

SECTION 700 – Educational Program

POLICY 724: SCHOOL AND PROGRAM CLOSURE AND RELOCATION
BACKGROUND
In order that the educational programs and services of the Division may be conducted in the most
effective and efficient manner, the Board will regularly review its existing and projected physical
facilities.
The Education Act states that a School Board may, only by resolution, permanently or temporarily
1. Close a school, or
2. Transfer students from one school building to another school building.
POLICY
The Board is responsible for providing educational programs and services in suitable facilities and
for determining the number, kinds and locations of schools and programs to be established and
maintained. The Board recognizes that under specific conditions it may be necessary to close a
school, or portion thereof, due to fiscal constraints, enrolment, health and safety concerns and
demographic changes. The Board further recognizes that, on occasion, programs may need to
be closed or it may be necessary to relocate programs, grade levels or groups of students due
to insufficient enrolment or financial or facility limitations.
GUIDELINES
1. The Board shall consider closure or relocation of a school, program, or grade reconfiguration,
when one or more of the following conditions exist:
1.1. The student enrolment makes it difficult to provide resources for instructional
programming.
1.2. The cost of keeping the school in operable condition or restoring it to operable
condition is unreasonably high.
1.3. Keeping the school open poses a threat to the health or welfare of students, staff or the
public.
1.4. There is a need to consolidate schools or relocate programs necessary to serve the
overall interests of public education under the jurisdiction of the Board.
1.5. The utilization of facility is impacted upon by external factors.
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2. The school closure process does not apply when the Minister directs a board to dispose of a
school building pursuant to section 192 of the Education Act.
3. Where the Board determines that closure or relocation of a school, program, grade level or a
group of students is to be considered pursuant to section (1) above, the Board shall direct
the Superintendent to initiate the appropriate school closure or relocation process, as
prescribed in legislation and the administrative procedures, with the school community.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE
724 P 001 – School Closure or Grade Relocation
724 P 002 – Program Relocation or Closure
REFERENCES
Alberta Education – Education Act
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